
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND RE-ENACTING SECTION 10.36.010, 10.36.020, 10.36.030 and SECTION 12.16.020 OF THE TORRINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, and CREATING and ENACTING 10.36.040 and 10.36.050 OF THE TORRINGTON MUNICIPAL CODE, 2025 REVISIONS, RELATING TO THE REGULATION OF BICYCLES – HUMAN POWERED SCOOTERS/SKATEBOARDS – ELECTIC BICYCLES – POWERED SCOOTERS

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRINGTON WYOMING:

Section 1: That Section 10.36.010, 10.36.020, and 10.36.030 of the Revised Ordinances of the City of Torrington, Wyoming, be hereby amended, and section 10.36.040 and section 10.36.050 be created to read as follows:

CHAPTER 10.36. BICYCLES – HUMAN POWERED SCOOTERS/SKATEBOARDS - ELECTRIC BICYCLES – POWERED SCOOTERS

Sec. 10.36.010. Definitions: 
1. Bicycle: A bicycle is defined as a human powered transportation device, equipped with operable pedals, or other means of human propulsion, and a seat for one or more rider.
2. Human Powered Scooter/Skateboard:  A human powered scooter or skateboard is defined as a human powered transportation device with two or more wheels in contact with the ground and a deck for the rider to stand on.  
3. Electric bicycle: An electric bicycle is defined as a bicycle equipped with fully operable pedals, a seat or saddle for the rider’s use and an electric motor of less than seven hundred fifty (750) watts.
a. Electric Bicycles must meet the requirements of one (1) of the following three (3) classes and associated performance limitations:
i. “Class 1 electric bicycle” means an electric bicycle equipped with a motor that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling and that ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches a speed of twenty (20) miles per hour;
ii. “Class 2 electric bicycle” means an electric bicycle equipped with a motor that may be used to propel the bicycle without pedaling and that is not capable of providing assistance when the bicycle reaches a speed of twenty (20) miles per hour;
iii. “Class 3 electric bicycle” means an electric bicycle equipped with a motor that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling and that ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches a speed of twenty-eight (28) miles per hour.
b. An electric bicycle shall operate according to class so that when the rider stops pedaling, applies the brakes or the electric motor is disengaged, the electric motor assist ceases to function or provide propulsion.
4. Powered Scooter:  A powered scooter is defined as a transportation device that is equipped with a motor or engine, is capable of self-propelled operation, has a deck for a rider to stand on during operation, and has one or more wheels in contact with the ground.  
5. Dismount Zone:  Designated public sidewalks in the City of Torrington where Bicycles, Human Powered Scooters/Skateboards, Electric Bicycles, and Powered Scooters are prohibited to improve the safety of pedestrians utilizing those sidewalks. 
a. The Dismount Zone is designated as any sidewalk on, or adjacent to, the following public streets:
i. East A and West A Streets from U.S. Highway 26 to 22nd Avenue; 
ii. 19th Avenue from Main Street to East A Street; 
iii. 20th Avenue from West A Street to East A Street; 
iv. 21st Avenue from West A Street to East A Street;
v. 22nd Avenue from West A Street to East A Street; 
vi. Main Street from U.S. Highway 26 to 23rd Avenue; 
6. Torrington Walking Path: The Torrington Walking path is the designated walking path for the City of Torrington that originates in the 2500 block of West C Street, follows the path of the North Platte Ditch, east through town, and terminates behind Trail Elementary School.  The Torrington Walking Path also includes the sidewalk on the south side of West 15th Avenue from the City Limit in the 600 block, west to the Golf Course.  

Sec. 10.36.020. Requirements for Operation and Forbidden Practices.
1. The operator of any Bicycle, Human Powered Scooter/Skateboard, Electric Bicycle, or Powered Scooter is required to follow all applicable traffic ordinances and adopted Wyoming State Statutes that govern the operation of a Motor Vehicle inside the City Limits of Torrington.  
a. Unless otherwise mandated, an operator is not required to possess a valid driver’s license, vehicle registration, or valid insurance for the operations of a Bicycle, Human Powered Scooter/Skateboard, Electric Bicycle, or Powered Scooter. 
2. Electric Bicycles and Powered Scooters must meet the characteristics defined under 10.36.010.  Electric Bicycles and Powered Scooters that have performance capabilities beyond the listed definitions may not be operated on public roadways or sidewalks.  
a. First Responders operating an Electric Bicycle or Powered Scooter, in the performance of their duties, are exempt from this requirement.    
3. A Bicycle, Human Powered Scooter/Skateboard, Electric Bicycle, or Powered Scooter that is operated between the hours of sunset and sunrise, must be equipped with, and utilize, the following: 
a. A forward-facing white light, that is unobstructed and sufficient to provide operational visibility for the operator, and to make the device visible to other vehicles and motorists.
b. A rearward-facing red light that is unobstructed and sufficient to make the device visible to other vehicles and motorists.    
4. In any instance where the operator of a Bicycle, Human Powered Scooter/Skateboard, Electric Bicycle, or Powered Scooter is permitted to ride on the sidewalk or the Torrington Walking Path under this chapter, the operator is expressly required to yield to pedestrians and may not operate in a reckless manner that endangers pedestrian safety.  
5. In addition to applicable traffic ordinances and adopted Wyoming State Statutes, the following requirements for the operator of a Bicycle, Human Powered Scooter/Skateboard, Electric Bicycle, or Powered Scooter apply: 
a. Riding any Bicycle, Human Powered Scooter/Skateboard, Electric Bicycle, or Powered Scooter on the sidewalk in a designated Dismount Zone is prohibited.  
b. Riding a Class 2 or Class 3 Electric Bicycle, or Powered Scooter on any sidewalk is prohibited.   
i. Bicycles, Human Powered Scooters/Skateboards and Class 1 Electric Bicycles are permitted to ride on the sidewalk, so long as they abide by the requirements of this chapter.  
c. Riding a Class 2 or Class 3 Electric Bicycle on the Torrington Walking Path is prohibited.  
i.  Bicycles, Human Powered Scooters/Skateboards, Class 1 Electric Bicycles, and Powered Scooters are permitted to ride on the Torrington Walking Path, so long as they abide by the requirements of this chapter.  
d. The operator of a Bicycle, Human Powered Scooter/Skateboard, Electric Bicycle, or Powered Scooter is prohibited from riding in a reckless manner or from performing trick riding on public streets or sidewalks.  
e. The operator of a Bicycle, Human Powered Scooter/Skateboard, Electric Bicycle, or Powered Scooter is prohibited from crossing a public street or other thoroughfare within 100 feet of any approaching vehicle.  
f. The operator of a Bicycle, Human Powered Scooter/Skateboard, Electric Bicycle, or Powered Scooter is prohibited from holding onto any other moving vehicle while riding.  
g. The operator of a Bicycle, Human Powered Scooter/Skateboard, Electric Bicycle, or Powered Scooter is prohibited from carrying another person as a passenger, unless the device being operated is designed and produced by the manufacturer to carry more than one passenger, or the device has additional equipment added that is designed and produced by the manufacturer to safely carry an additional passenger(s).     



Sec. 10.36.030.  Helmet Use Compulsory Under 16 Years of Age.
1. The operator of any Electric Bicycle or Powered Scooter, under 16 years of age, is required to properly wear a DOT (Department of Transportation) or CPSC (Consumer Product Safety Commission) approved helmet while riding on public streets or sidewalks.  
Sec. 10.36.040. Penalty for Violations under Chapter 10.36
1. A person who violates any of the provisions set forth in this chapter, shall, upon conviction, be fined in a sum not to exceed $750.00 for each offense, plus the costs of prosecution. 



Sec. 10.36.050.  Alternate Penalty for Violations under Chapter 10.36 by Juveniles under 16 Years of Age.    
1. At the discretion of the officer who observed the violation and is issuing the citation, a juvenile under 16 years of age who violates any of the provisions set forth in this chapter may be required to appear in the Torrington Municipal Court with their parent or guardian, and upon conviction be fined a maximum of $25 for each offense, plus the costs of prosecution. 
a. If a juvenile is cited under this section, the citing officer will contact the juvenile’s parent or legal guardian and notify them of the citation and the corresponding court date. 
b. If the violation is under 10.36.030, the Torrington Municipal Court may allow for the purchase of a DOT or CPSC certified helmet for use by the juvenile, in lieu of fines and costs of prosecution, so long as the purchase of the helmet is proven by receipt and the helmet is shown to the Court.  


Section 2: That Section 12.16.020 of the Revised Ordinances of the City of Torrington, Wyoming, 2025 Revisions, be and it is hereby amended to read as follows:

Sec. 12.16.020. Bicycles – Human Powered Scooters/Skateboards – Electric Bicycles – Powered Scooters on sidewalks, crosswalks, and the Torrington Walking Path.
1. The operation of Bicycles, Human Powered Scooters/Skateboards, Electric Bicycles, and Powered Scooters is regulated and enforced under Chapter 10.36 of the Torrington Municipal Ordinance.  
2. The operation of a wheelchair, powered wheelchair, or any Pedestrian Vehicle used by a person with a disability and defined under W.S. 31-5-102(a)(xxix), is permitted on any public street or sidewalk. 


