U.S. Department of Justice
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Criminal Justice Information Services Division

Law Enforcement Response Vital for Potential
Firearm Transfers to Individuals
Under the Age of 21(U21)

" Purpose | Method

The Bipartisan Safer Communities Act of 2022, The NICS Section will send requests for relevant
Public Law 117-159, requires the NICS Section to juvenile information to the following entities based

conduct additional outreach for NICS background on the address a potential firearm transferee under
checks when a potential firearm transferee is the age of 21 provided to the firearms dealer:

under the age of 21. » Local law enforcement agencies

« State criminal history repositories/juvenile
The purpose of this outreach is to determine if the justice information systems
person has juvenile criminal/delinquency + State custodians of mental health adjudication
information or juvenile mental health Depending on a law enforcement agency’s
adjudications/commitments that may disqualify preferred contact method, juvenile information
them from the receipt or possession of a firearm requests will be sent via:
under subsection (d) of Title 18, United States » A secure link-and-pin connection
Code, section 922. (Recommended)

* A National Crime Information Center, or NCIC,
$.H.U21 unsolicited message

Your Response Matters

If your agency receives a U21 request, check your internal databases for relevant juvenile information that
may be potentially disqualifying for a firearm. Whether your agency determines disqualifying information

exists, does not exist, or cannot be shared, please respond to the NICS request in a timely manner noting

the outcome.

NICS only uses shared juvenile criminal/delinquency and juvenile mental health adjudication/commitment
information for NICS purposes. Please consider any restriction imposed by agency or state laws before
providing juvenile information, when appropriate. The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act
of 1996 allows disclosure of mental health information to NICS.

When responding to the NICS Section, be sure to include the underscore in the e-mail address:
NICS_U21@fbi.gov.

Request a secure link-and-pin connection or more information
by contacting the NICS Business and Liaison Unit at: 844-265-6716 or NICSLiaison@fbi.gov



Example of Secure Link-and-Pin Connection

- Juvenile Reguest - Bipartisan Safer Communi... - oy —_ =
Froam NICS_UXFl@FRl.Gow BF [rate TM#"' Lelibh ) -
In accordancs with the Blipartizan Safer Commimnities Act, when Imdivisuals vnagr 21 years oFf e

seek the Transfer of a firearm through a federal firesrms licensees, the FEI*“s Mational Instant
Criminal Backhgrownd Check System [(NICS) Sectlon is reguired to contact yowr agency For
information.

Upon request,”
agencies will

Te accesis the MICS Juvenlle Reguest, please click Tthe link Below or copy/paste The UAL 1nto & web
browser . When prospited, enter the pin provided and click swbmit.

Link: DXresifioceSil. stcd nics. cillsiBsSdrExternaliublfaces/ Feeatiashuc. mlr receive a secure
AL = ot 0 Je Y E Iy IF G IOy ioal e dtkniak ol sheSaa il v oIl TN IO T ORI F O 06 SHAhSnONNC Felir L LO5E T 1]

Fin: FEBBdaTE i

Fin: TENNds link and access
st Initiml: M/A H

& pin.

Thiszs seszage haz been transmlitted to you by the FEI Crimimnal Justice Informatlion Services {CJIS)

Divizsion"s National Instant Criminal Background Check System (HICS). IF you are St the Lintended O a
reciplent &f Thii seffiage, plesie deitroy 1t promgtly without any retenticn, dissesination, oF CI'Ck the Ilnk OI"

reproguction {wnless regulred by loaw}; and please notify the sender of the srror lssediately by
separate e-mall to plcsdfhd  gov

copy it into a

This is an auicsmated mefiage. Pleate 9o not reply to this e-mall. Web browser_

2

To request a secure link-and-pin connection: 844-265-6716 or NICSLiaison@fbi.gov

Enter the pin provided in the
body of the initial request.

Foagal your pinT Chick tha rosst Button o ot & ferw G,

At Lk snid P

*

Please note: If you do not request the secure link-and-
pin connection described above for a U21 request, you

Select the radio button
will not see the radio buttons shown below, and your

with the appropriate

response:

* If potentially prohibiting
information is found,
select the “records/
information found” radio
button and attach the - Recordsinfermation found

documentation or enter ~  Pleaze contact the following agancy/agencies (Plaase antar agencies in the comments box below)
a comment. ~ Mo additional jusvenile records

If another agency Sh0u|d i Unable to share due to state law

be contacted. select In accordance with the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act, when individuals under 21 seek the ransfer of a
" ’ firmarm throwugh a federal irearms licenses, the FEMs National Instant Criminal Background Check Sysatem
the please contact the (MICS) Section is required to contact your agency for information, ¥We are primarily reaching out to you

= seeking relevant juvenile information on the subject below. However, if you have knowledge of or possess
f°||°W|ng agency/ agen' any information that could impact the subject’s eligibility to receive a firearm, we request you provide this

agency will need to send an e-mail with the response
and any relevant documents or comments to:
NICS_U21@fbi.gov.

PR 2 2 O

ST XY TIOPENI | iciormotion, Plesse raspond e his raquest witin s businass days, Pleses indicate wheinar Your sgtncy
enter the agency name records
in the comments box. Subject Information
* If no juvenile records Mame Gender Race
are foun_d_, sele_ct the_ DO Place of Height
“no additional juvenile Social Residential
”» H Security Weight Address
records” radio button. P Infotmatian
. If you are unable to The types of information you may possess include bul are noi imited to an inference of drug use within the
share information due to past year, active warrants, active protection orders, pending or convicted criminal cases and mental health
. adjudications. If a mental health adjudication is located and cannot be shared directly with the NICS Section,
state law or other pOIlcy, plaaze indicate this in your response._ If you have any gquestions regarding this request, pleass provide a
I t th 13 bl t nama and phone number and the NMICS Section will contact your agency for further discussion.
select the “unable to Confdentiality Statement. This message has been Fansmitted 1o you by the FB| Criminal Justice Information

Services Division National Instant Criminal Background Check Systam Section. The message, along with
any attachmanis, is to be considered confidantial and legally privileged. Mo part of it is fo be disseminated or

share due to state law”

radio button. repreduced without written conzent of the sender. If you are not the intended recipient of this message,
please destroy it promptly withowt any retention, dissemination, or repreduction (unless requined by law), and
Attach relevant docu- please notify the sender of the error immediately by separate emaill to NICS_UZ1§@ i gov, Please nole (in
regards to mental health adjudications): The Health Insurance Pordability and Accountability Act of 1996
ments or make comments (HIPPA) Privacy Rule, Title 45, Code of Federal Regulations, section 164 512(k)(7), was amended in 20186
. (81 Fedaral Register 382-01) to allow coverad antities o disclose profected health information to tha MICS
and hit SUBMIT button at without requiring the individuals consent, in ardar 1o repoart the identities of individuals who are prohibited

from shipping, transporting, possessing. of receiving a firsarm basad on the fadaral mantal health prohibitor,

bottom of the page. e 18 United States L8982 3Z2ERAL oo






